
Literacy Professsional Development          
Literacy is the keystone to our children’s academic success. The new, more 
demanding standards of Common Core and other state standards require that 
there is a focus on developing literacy, not only in the English Language Arts 
classroom, but in all content areas. 

Educators are challenged by eliciting knowledge through content-rich 
non-fiction, providing evidence in reading and writing, and the acquisition of aca-
demic vocabulary through the selection and utilization of complex texts.

NAEP’s literacy instruction brings teachers a fresh, experiential, and tangible 
strategy for delivering content to students in a way that generates more interest 
and engagement. These strategies support students to make a paradigm shift in 
understanding text and analyzing the content more effectively. 

As with most content areas, NAEP utilizes its Three-Tier Model for professional 
development to enhance the delievery of literacy instruction.
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How can I engage my students to grapple with complex text?

How can I increase the level of student engagement when writing?

Frequently Asked Questions in Literacy Diving into Common Core
Unpacking the Standards
Participants will understand the multi-layered composition of the CCSS 
standards and how that composition dictates specific student learning. 
Having a clear understanding of the standards allows all stakeholders 
to align as to the expectations of how students will reach their 
academic goals.

Participants will explore the shifts required for CCSS-aligned instruction 
and how content-specific standards spiral sequentially towards 21st 
Century College and Career Readiness.

Participants will be able to
• Dissect a content standard and understand exactly what it 

requires a teacher to teach and a student to learn 
• Recognize the progression of a particular standard within a 

mathematical domain across grade levels 
• Differentiate prerequisite standards from grade level standards 

and how to incorporate the prerequisite standards into lesson 
design 

Literacy Reading Anchor Standards
Anchor Standard #1
The Art of Reading Closely and the Deep 
Analysis of Text
Participants will understand the difference between surface reading and en-
gaging in an authentic “close read”. Close reading is an important skill that can 
allow students to access complex text to make inferences and independently 
answer text-dependent questions.  

Participants will explore practical strategies and activities that will teach 
students to think and reason actively as they develop analytical skills and cite 
textual evidence. 

Participants will be able to
• Develop student capacity to make text-based inferences verbally and 

in writing
• Build a culture of text-dependent student discussion 
• Design lessons that necessitate explicit text citation 

Anchor Standard #2
Determine Central Ideas or Themes of a Text 
Participants will understand an author’s techniques to develop the Central 
Idea(s)/Theme(s) as a means of allowing the reader to grasp what he/she values 
in the text. A student’s ability to identify key supporting details within sections 
of a text enables him/her to make quality inferences towards identifying central 
ideas/theme.
 
Participants will explore techniques to support students’ understanding of 
central ideas and themes of a text, analyze their development, and objectively 
summarize key supporting details and ideas.

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that necessitate identifying the Central Idea(s)/Theme(s) 

throughout the text
• Build a culture of investigational strategies to objectively summarize the 

text 
• Develop student ability to determine Central Idea(s)/Theme(s) 
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How do I increase reading proficiency school-wide? 

It’s a well known fact that when students are able to be engaged in the writing 
process, they take ownership of their own learning.

NAEP’s professional development is based on Richard Elmore’s Instructional Core, 
which goes beyond the type of task and teaching methodology to include a focus on 
student engagement and participation. 

NAEP involves educators in an in-depth process that makes sense of, and engages 
students in, advanced reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. We offer an 
extensive number of engaging, effective strategies that make literacy practices 
contagious, increasing reading proficiency in all content areas.

NAEP empowers teachers with lesson design competencies that incorporate the 
gradual release model. This model offers a flexible fabric of support that allows 
students to confidently develop literacy skills and become proficient and independent 
readers regardless of their current levels.



Anchor Standard #3
The Reader’s Journey through Events and 
Characters in a Text 
Participants will understand how a deeper level of understanding can 
come from focusing on the interactions of individuals, events, and 
ideas over the course of a text. A classroom that fosters a high level 
of analytical thinking develops students’ abilities to find patterns and 
relationships within a text and make connections among those text 
components.

Participants will explore examples, analogies, and comparisons that will 
further enhance a student’s understanding of individual events, in a text 
including how and why they occur and change over a period of time. 

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that necessitate pattern and relationship analysis 

throughout the course of a text
• Build a culture of continual textual analysis
• Develop student ability to identify and track the interactions of 

individuals, events, and ideas over the course of a text 

Anchor Standard #4
The Implact of Vocabulary on Reading
Participants will understand how interpreting words and phrases as they 
are used in a text can enhance students’ understanding of the author’s in-
tended message. Since vocabulary is such a powerful and critical aspect of 
literacy, it is an essential part of increasing a student’s reading proficiency. 

Participants will explore research-based strategies that will assist in deter-
mining the technical, connotative, and figurative meanings of words and 
how they shape meaning and tone in a complex text.

Participants will be able to
• Cultivate initial understanding of the appropriate words to teach in 

order to maximize exposure to vocabulary
• Implement methodologies to directly teach vocabulary that helps 

build interactions with commonly used words on a daily basis
• Create opportunities for multiple exposures to vocabulary through 

student discussions on how words shape the meaning of a text

Anchor Standard #5
The Process of Deep Textual Analysis 
Participants will understand that a complete analysis of text structure not 
only includes the identification of the structure but also scrutinizes literary 
and rhetorical devices. Classrooms that successfully implement this higher 
level of analysis begin with identifying text structure, understanding what 
the author is communicating and build towards how the author manipulates 
structure to convey meaning. 

Participants will explore strategies that promote student analysis of text 
structure including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions 
of the text relate to each other and the whole. 

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that necessitate evaluating how the author utilzes text 

structure to express meaning 
• Implement methodologies that require students to use literary and 

rhetorical devices in combination with text structure to analyze how 
an author constructs meaning

• Develop student ability to identify structure and analyze how parts of 
the structure relate to the text in its entirety 

Anchor Standard #6
Looking Through Different Lens: How Purpose and 
Point of View Shapes Meaning 
Participants will understand how point of view and the author’s purpose can 
affect the style and content of a text. Identifying, understanding, and analyzing 
an author’s point of view or purpose allows for students to evaluate and inter-
pret the implication of these components on the meaning of a text.

Participants will explore a variety of strategies to assist students in not only 
identifying the author’s point of view/purpose but in fostering a deeper level 
of analysis of what the author is communicating.

Participants will be able to
• Develop students’ ability to analyze how an author’s style affects the 

meaning of a text using strategic/extended thinking techniques
• Implement methodologies to help students assess how point of view 

shapes the content and style of a text 
• Facilitate discussions based on the text that support the author’s pur-

pose and point of view 

Anchor Standard #7
Integrate and Evaluate Content Presented in 
Diverse Media and Formats
Participants will understand various methods of integrating technology 
into the classroom and the process of critiquing how content is treated 
differently in various formats. A student’s abilities to perceive varied visual 
representations of content allows them to develop a deeper 
understanding.

Participants will explore integrating and evaluating content presented in 
diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively as well as 
in words.

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that necessitate evaluating multiple sources of in-

formation presented in different formats to deepen understanding
• Build a culture of incorporating technology to evaluate multiple 

sources from various formats
• Develop student abilities to synthesize multiple sources from a vari-

ety of media using a combination of prior knowledge and research 

Anchor Standard #8
Believe it or Not: Validating the Claim 
Participants will understand how the evaluation of an argument or claim 
must specifically assess the logical progression of the text in addition to the 
adequacy of supporting details. Student success in gauging the strength of 
an argument hinges on their ability to “close read”.

Participants will explore strategies to support students in delineating and 
evaluating an argument and/or specific claims in a text, including the validity 
of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that focus on the evaluation of an argument or specific 

claim through the analysis of the author’s reasoning and evidence
• Implement instructional methodologies that promote the identifica-

tion of the validity of reasoning and sufficiency of evidence to make a 
judgment about an argument/claim

• Develop students’ ability to discuss an argument or claim using how 
the author’s choices support his or her position

Anchor Standard #9
Delineate and Evaluate the Argument and Specific 
Claims in a Text
Participants will understand how the comparison of texts and addressing 
similar themes or topics increases a student’s ability to define an author’s 
approach. Successful students not only make the vital connection between 
topically or thematically linked multi-genre texts to build their knowledge but 
also analyze the differences in an author’s craft.

Participants will explore a variety of strategies to develop and support stu-
dents’ ability to make connections between texts with similar themes to better 
understand the approaches an author takes through deep text analysis.

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that necessitate evaluating connections between texts 

with similar themes 
• Incorporate methodologies to identify similarities and differences for 

texts with similar themes or topics to build knowledge
• Develop student ability to identify and compare patterns across themat-

ically or topically linked multi-genre texts

Anchor Standard #10
Identifying Complex Range of Texts 
Participants will understand how to use quantitative or qualitative measures to 
locate and assign a text within a specific grade band. Using professional judg-
ment to decide how suited a text is for a specific instructional purpose with a 
particular set of students is essential in using appropriate complex texts.

Participants will explore tools that will assist in determining the level of a text 
and enhance their ability to tier text in their lessons and understand text com-
plexity. 

Participants will be able to
• Utilize text that is strategically chosen to help students become confi-

dent when confronted with text that is complex in structure, vocabulary, 
and/or density of information

• Implement methodologies to assist students in reading and compre-
hending complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently 

• Create various scaffolded opportunities to enable students to access 
complex texts 
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Literacy Writing Anchor Standards
Frame It Up: Common Core State Standards Writing 
Frameworks Overview (K-5 or 6-12)
Participants will understand how to implement writing instruction identifying 
the differences between the frameworks of opinion, argumentative, informa-
tive/explanatory, and narrative writing (as appropriate by grade level). It is 
critical that students understand the elements that differentiate the forms of 
writing allowing for specific writing components within the piece to be devel-
oped. 

Participants will explore and gain sophistication in all aspects of language use, 
from vocabulary and syntax to the development and organization of ideas, 
support, focus, and conventions.

Participants will be able to
• Cultivate understanding of the appropriate types of writing that students 

are expected to master at a specific grade level
• Implement methodologies to develop student writing skills in a way that 

helps build sophistication in text types and purposes, production and 
distribution of writing and research 

• Facilitate the opportunity for students to draft and publish writing for a 
specific purpose including appropriate formats and types

Get Your Facts Straight: Informative/Explanatory 
Writing (K-5)
Participants will understand how to implement writing instruction focusing 
on the development of informative and explanatory writing. At a young age, 
students should learn how to research information and write their findings in an 
informative way, providing ample support and explanations.

Participants will explore various methods to help guide students through the 
writing process developing specific aspects that will strengthen their informa-
tive and expository pieces through the clear communication of information. 

Participants will be able to
• Cultivate understanding of the appropriate framework to help students 

write informative/explanatory texts 
• Implement methodologies that help students use researched informa-

tion supported by facts and details in order to produce written work
• Develop students’ ability to draft and publish writing that includes facts, 

definitions, and details and links words and phrases to connect ideas in 
their writing

So You Think You Can Argue? Argumentative 
Writing (6-12)
Participants will understand how a successful written argument is only effective 
when the author clearly outlines their reasoning and supports that logic with 
an adequate quantity and quality of evidence. 

Participants will explore strategies to assist students in writing arguments to 
support a claim in an analysis of substantive topics or text using valid reason-
ing and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that require the written analysis of multiple complex texts 

or substantive topics
• Implement instructional methodologies that promote the development 

of clear reasoning and appropriate and substantial evidence in student 
writing

• Develop students’ written ability to support their argument or claim us-
ing valid reasoning and sufficient evidence 

The Narrative Journey: Beginning, Middle, and End 
(K-5) 
Participants will understand how to assist students in developing a narrative piece 
incorporating story elements (setting, characters, plot, solution, etc.) and devel-
oping a sequence of events that unfold naturally.

Participants will explore various methods to help guide students through the writ-
ing process and their ability to develop specific word choice that helps the reader 
visualize the development of characters using descriptive detail. 

Participants will be able to
• Cultivate understanding of the appropriate framework to help students de-

velop narrative essays 
• Implement methodologies that help students develop ideas, develop con-

tent, and recall information from experiences to create their narrative pieces
• Develop students’ ability to draft and publish writing that includes the use 

of temporal words and phrases to signal event order, sequence, and a 
sense of closure

Is Your Opinion Write? Opinion Writing (K-5) 
Participants will understand how effective opinion writing pieces support a 
point of view with logically ordered reasons and information.  In a classroom 
with successful opinion writing, students introduce a topic clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are rationally 
grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 

Participants will explore a variety of strategies that assist students in writing 
opinion pieces on topics or texts and support their point of view with reasons 
and information.

Participants will be able to
• Design lessons that necessitate the appropriate framework to help stu-

dents write opinion texts
• Integrate methodologies to construct opinion pieces on topics or texts, 

supporting a point of view with reasons and information
• Develop student ability to provide logically ordered reasons that are sup-

ported by facts and details
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